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Minnesota Partners to End Hunger 

Minnesota Partners to End Hunger is a statewide network of service providers and  
advocates working to end hunger in Minnesota by motivating decision-makers to take 
supportive action on state and national hunger policy issues. 



 

 

Standing up for low income Minnesotans at the Capitol 

 

2013/2014 Accomplishments 

Minnesota Partners to End Hunger successfully advocated at the Legislature for policies designed to put more food on 

the plates of hungry Minnesotans: 

 
 

• The Legislature voted to support a bill that added $750,000 in additional support to the Minnesota  

Food Shelf Program, as a way to relieve pressure on the state’s resource-strapped food shelves, raising 

the total state funding to $1.7 million annually. This is the first-ever permanent increase in a legislative    

allocation to Minnesota food shelves and a testament to the hard work of many anti-hunger advocates. 

• In 2014 Minnesota increased the Minimum wage.  Minimum Wage will be $9.50/hour by 2016, with      

indexing of up to 2.5 % starting in 2018 that can be suspended if the economy is doing poorly. 

• Minnesota schools are now directed and funded to expand free school lunch – this covers the 61,000 

children whose families fall into the gap between full price and free.  The legislature also eliminated          

the stigmatizing use of hand stamps and stickers on children if parents have unpaid lunch bills at school. 

• Schools are also able to serve Universal Free Breakfast for all students in Kindergarten. 

• The legislature approved a 5 percent funding increase for home- and community-based services, 

which includes home-delivered meals and nutritional services for seniors and people with disabilities. The 

funding increase will help ensure more people in need will be able to use home- and community-based  

services, while also providing more equitable wages to the direct support professionals and caregivers   

who help deliver these services. 

• Farm to Food Shelf is a new initiative that provides a $2,000,000 grant to move surplus edible agricultural 

crops and commodities from fields to food shelves statewide, working with the six Feeding America food 

banks that serve Minnesota. Between 200 and 300 million pounds of edible crops are either not harvested 

or harvested but not sold each year in Minnesota. 

 



2015 Legislative Priorities 

Minnesota Partners to End Hunger believe that Minnesotans have the right to adequate amounts of food to 

remain healthy and productive.  While the economy has improved for some, thousands of low-income      

Minnesotans continue to struggle to put food on the table. Currently, 1 in 5 families are food insecure.      

Minnesota food shelves are visited by 8,500 people each day. Our coalition expects our leaders to create  

fair and robust policies that will make sure all families will be able to put food on their tables. 

SNAP Farmers’ Market Incentives  

The Healthy Eating, Here at Home initiative has an objective to provide adequate fresh, local       

produce for disadvantaged populations; to achieve better health outcomes. We are requesting          

a $1 million annual appropriation from the general fund to provide a 

voucher to those who use SNAP benefits at farmers markets 

throughout Minnesota.  This will encourage SNAP recipients to use 

their benefits on healthy choices grown here in Minnesota.   

Lead organizations: Hunger Solutions Minnesota, Mid-

Minnesota Legal Services Advocacy Project, MAZON and  

Children’s Defense Fund Minnesota     

 

Mobile Food Shelves  

This proposal is designed to bring much needed food assistance to the growing number of people 

with limited access to traditional food shelves. This will be a $1 million annual request from the    

general fund to set up a competitive grant program to create new mobile food programs, or enhance 

existing programs and expand to other communities in need.  Grants will be for up to $75,000 and 

will be based on specific performance criteria.   

Lead organization: Hunger Solutions Minnesota 

 

Governor Dayton has included a $28 million allocation in his 2015 budget.  

This will expand free school breakfast to an additional 83,000 students in 

Pre-K through Third Grade. 

Expanding school breakfast 

Last year, Governor Dayton and the Legislature approved funding to provide free breakfast to      

kindergarten students in Minnesota.  This year we look to expand on that and bring the breakfast 

program to all students in Minnesota.  Minnesota is ranked 30th out of all 50 states in offering a 

school breakfast program. We can do better for our kids. Since we 

know that students who regularly eat breakfast perform better          

academically, have better attendance records, make fewer trips to the 

nurse, have fewer behavioral problems, and are at lower risk for     

obesity, this investment will pay big dividends. 

Lead organizations: Hunger Solutions Minnesota, Children’s Defense 

Fund Minnesota, and Minnesota School Nutrition Association   

BY THE NUMBERS: SNAP redemptions at 

Minnesota markets increased 240%     

between 2011 and 2013  



 

 

Increase Funding for School Lunch  

The cost to produce school lunches has increased in the last two years as the new Federal wellness 

standards have been implemented.  The healthier menus are more costly to obtain and prepare.  The 

request is to increase the State’s school lunch reimbursement by 3.5 cents per lunch served each year 

of the next biennium. This would raise the total reimbursement from 12.5 to 16 cents at a cost of $3.5 

million each year.  

Lead organization:  Minnesota School Nutrition Association 

 

 

Renew Farm to Food Shelf Funding 

$2 million (annually) in General Fund dollars for grants to agricultural producers and processors to     

partially offset the cost to “pick-and-pack-out” their donated fruits, vegetables, or other agricultural    

commodities that would otherwise go unharvested or be discarded.    

Lead organization: Second Harvest Heartland  

 

 

Farm to School and Farm to Childcare Centers 

The goal is this program is to increase consumption of locally grown foods by young Minnesotans in 

schools and child care settings.  Funding would support new equipment grants, incentives for schools   

to purchase local foods and technical assistance on food safety for small growers.  

Lead organization: Farm to School Leadership Team 

 

 



 

OTHER INITIATIVES WE ARE SUPPORTING IN 2015 

 

Sliding Fee Childcare Expansion 

Minnesota needs investments to ensure affordable, accessible child care for children. As of September 2014, there were 

almost 7,000 families on the waiting list for Basic Sliding fee child care assistance.  The waiting list is a significant barrier 

to families obtaining affordable, accessible child care so that parents can work and go to school. Without child care    

assistance, many families simply cannot afford child care. In greater Minnesota, the least costly average cost of child 

care for a parent with a toddler and a school-aged child is $239.42 per week. If that parent makes $11/hour, the cost of 

child care, without assistance, would consume 55% of the family’s gross income. If that same family was in the metro, 

without assistance, the least costly average cost would consume approximately 69% of that family’s gross income. Effort 

led by:  Children’s Defense Fund Minnesota, Legal Services Advocacy Project. 

 

MoveMN Transportation Funding Increase 

The Move MN campaign is committed to addressing Minnesota's urgent transportation needs-roads, bridges, transit, 

bike and pedestrian connections. The campaign consists of a growing, diverse coalition dedicated to starting to erase 

Minnesota's transportation deficit and creating new funding that will enable the state to properly maintain and improve 

transportation assets that expand access and opportunity for all, and create living wage jobs. http://www.movemn.org/ 

 

Stop The Payday Loan Debt Trap 

By design, payday loans trap consumers in a downward spiral of debt. Payday loans are small-dollar, high-interest loans 

that require full payback within a short period of time. The typical payday loan borrower in Minnesota is indebted by pay-

day loans for more than half of the year, taking out an average of ten payday loans per year - at triple digit interest rates 

that, depending on the loan size, can exceed 400%. Financially stressed Minnesotans need access to affordable small-

dollar loans - not usurious loans that make our communities worse off. Minnesotans for Fair Lending is a campaign 

made up of organizations supporting these four principles: 1. Payday lenders shouldn’t make loans that the borrower 

cannot pay back. 2. A reasonable cap on the number of loans per year a payday lender can make to a single borrower 

and/or reasonable limits on interest rates and fees — both can protect consumers from the debt trap. 3. Payday lenders 

must always inquire about the borrower’s military status in order to assure compliance with federal law capping interest 

rates to service members and their families at 36%. 4. Encourage and develop access to affordable, small-dollar loans 

and credit-building tools. http://fairlendingmn.org/ 
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