FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact:           
Hunger Solutions Minnesota and 

Open Your Heart to the Hungry and Homeless Announce $100,000 Food Shelf Challenge Grant
Matching funds will boost food shelves buying power in September
St. Paul MN—(September 1, 2010)— Hunger Solutions Minnesota and Open Your Heart to the Hungry and Homeless announce a $100,000 Challenge grant opportunity for Minnesota food shelves.  Open Your Heart to the Hungry and Homeless brings you a new approach to Hunger Awareness Month (September) with their new $100,000 food shelf challenge grant.  Your donation will be more than a grant to food shelves – it will power a statewide initiative that leverages Open Your Heart funding to bring additional dollars to food shelves and increase awareness of hunger within our state.  Grant funds will enable food shelves to obtain food to distribute to those in need and raise awareness of hunger and the needs of hungry families in your community. The challenge funds will proportionally match your donation. (the minimum grant is $250.00)  The more that you donate in September, the larger your food shelf’s Open Your Heart grant will be.

INSERT YOUR LOCAL HUNGER STATS AND BOARD DIRECTOR QUOTE HERE
Colleen Moriarty, Executive Director of Hunger Solutions Minnesota said, “We are thrilled to offer this generous grant opportunity to our statewide food shelf partners.  The constant demand for a more robust emergency food response is a major strain on our neighborhood-based food shelf system.”
One in 10 Minnesotans relied on food shelves for 60 million pounds of groceries in 2009.  That translates to a 24% statewide increase over 2008.  During the summer of 2009, there were nearly 370,000 food shelf visits that provided emergency food to children in our state.  A 2010 first quarter review shows that child visits to food shelves are up 10% over 2009.  Seven out of the 8 Congressional Districts in Minnesota had more than one in ten residents reporting food hardship in 2008-2009.

ABOUT HUNGER SOLUTIONS MINNESOTA

Hunger Solutions Minnesota is a comprehensive hunger relief organization that works to end hunger in Minnesota. We take action to assure food security for all Minnesotans by supporting over 300 agencies that provide food to those in need, advancing sound public policy, and guiding grassroots advocacy.  HSM advocates for the maximum use of all federal public nutrition dollars available and works to improve low income Minnesotans’ access to all nutrition programs.  The HSM Minnesota Food HelpLine (1-888-711-1151) helps enroll low-income Minnesotans in the Food Support (Food Stamps) program and helps callers find emergency food assistance in their area.  For further information, visit http://www.hungersolutions.org/ or call 651-789-9843.
ABOUT OPEN YOUR HEART TO THE HUNGRY AND HOMELESS

Open Your Heart to the Hungry and Homeless (OYH) is the only grant provider in Minnesota working exclusively on the issues of hunger and homelessness. Founded in 1986, it funds food shelves, food banks, on-site feeding programs, emergency shelters, and transitional and permanent supportive housing. In addition, OYH dedicates 15 percent of its grant funding to support the school-related needs of homeless children and youth. 
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